
A Day 
 at Night

Directed by André Chappatte. 2019. Berlin.

IN WEST AFRICA THE URBAN NIGHT, BEYOND PROXIMITY, IS OFTEN FELT AS A SHADOW PLAY BECAUSE THE INTERPLAY 
BETWEEN THE DARKNESS OF THE NIGHT AND THE DIM LIGHT OF ELECTRICITY REVEALS THE »SILHOUETTES« OF PEO-
PLE’S ACTIVITIES BUT RARELY THEIR »FACES«. AS THE SENSORY POWER OF SIGHT BECOMES REDUCED OTHER SENSES 
COME TO THE FORE OF PEOPLE’S PRESENCE IN SPACE. BASED ON 16 MONTHS OF FIELDWORK, THIS ETHNOGRAPHIC 
FILM EXPRESSES THE PHENOMENOLOGY OF ODIENNÉ’S URBAN NIGHT. FROM STREET SELLERS, RADIO PROGRAMS, 
BIRTHDAY PARTY, TO POLICE PATROLS VIA PRAYERS, IT SHOWS DIFFERENCE AMBIANCES OF NIGHT LIFE IN THIS PRO-
VINCIAL TOWN OF NORTHERN IVORY COAST. IN DOING SO, IT INVITES THE VIEWERS TO PAY ATTENTION TO THE WAYS 

THE SOCIO-SENSORY EXPERIENCE OF THE URBAN NIGHT SHAPE PEOPLE’S ETHICS, VULNERABILITY, AND INTIMACY.
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